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Krishna is the great lover of Indian mythology. 
Yet the details of the women he had wooed, won 
and wed are surprisingly limited and perhaps 
should be confined to his conquest of Rukmini. 
Here is the unalloyed romantic tale of none but 
the brave deserving the fair. Krishna here is the 
romantic hero par excellence who recklessly 
carries away his lady love under the very nose of 
his rivals. 


Rukmini is a perfect foil to Krishna in this idyllic 
tale. it is she who though coy, makes the first 
move, by confidently revealing her heart to her 
lover. She plans the details of their escapade too 
and proves how high the status of resourceful 
women was in ancient India. 


This story has been so popular all over our 
country, through the centuries, that even today to 
most of us the word “Swayamvara”™ has specific 
reference to the story of Krishna and Rukmini, 
And it is ironical that in the conventional sense 
it was hardly a Swayamvyara. 
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KRISHNA, 
THE COWHERD 
FROM VRINDAVAN, 
HAS SLAIN 
KAMSA, 


amar chitra katha 


IT APPEARS THAT KRISHNA IS REALLY THE 
EIGHTH SON OF VASUDEVA AND DEVAKI, | 
KAMSA’?S COUSIN.HE AND HIS ELDER PE 
BROTHER, BALARAMA, WERE SECRET 
ED AWAY TO GOKUL 4S SOON AS 
THEY WERE BORN AND WERE 
BROUGHT UP AMONG 
THE COWHERDS, 


OF ALL KAMSA°S 
EFFORTS THE: 
PROPHECY HAS 
COME TRUE*IS 
KRISHNA REALLY 

‘| A DIVINITY 2 


RUKMINI#HE HAS 


THEN HE ‘ I} | MURDERED MY 

IS NO COWHERD FRIEND AND YOU 
BUT A NOBLE / CALL HIM NOBLE. 
YADAVA! : ; — 


*/T WAS FORETOLD THAT WSHNU, REBORN AS THE EIGHTH SON OF DEVAKI, WOULD 


SLAY KAMSA. 


yy YOU 
NEVER ADMIT 
THAT KAMSA 
WAS AN EVIL 
KING. THE YADAVA 


} OF MATHURA HAD, 
NEVER BEEN 


HAPPY UNDER 
HIS RULE. 
_ BESIDES*+-4 


KRISHNA & RUKMINI 


**sDON’T FORGET HE 
DEPOSED HIS OWN 
FATHER AND 
USURPED THE 


NO! HE REFUSED 
THE CROWN. HE 
INSISTED THAT 
UGRASENA BE 


REFUSED 
THE 
CROWN! 


| SUPPOSE 
KRISHNA WILL NOW 


- 

YES!BUT KING UGRASENA AND 
THE NOBLES HAVE REQUESTED, 
NAY, INSISTED THAT HE REMAIN 
IN MATHURA AND=++ WHO 
WOULDN'T! 


HE HAS AGREED 

TO .STAY FOR A 

DID HE WHILE - TO LEARN 

AGREE P || THE SCRIPTURES } 
+} AND THE 

: PRINCELY ARTS 


WHAT ABOUT | 
JARASANDHA ? 
HOW DID HE 


| 
| 


amar chitra katha 


| UARASANDHA, KAMSA'S FATHER-IN- || RUKMINI FOLLOWED HIM 


LAW, WAS THE EMPEROR OF | rr 
MAGADHA, THE MOST POWERFUL || || 

KINGDOM OF THOSE DAYS. |||) KNOW MORE } 
MATHURA, LIKE VIDARBHA AND | ABOUT  { 
| MOST OTHER KINGDOMS, OWED) ||| KRISHNA. 
ALLEGIANCE TO HIM. Ath / 
— THE Pag 


EMPEROR |S FURIOUS, BOTH 
HIS DAUGHTERS* HAVE 
BEEN WIDOWED IN ONE 
STROKE. HE VOWS TO 

, TAKE REVENGE. HE 
SHAS SENT FOR 

ME.! MUST GO 

AND SEE 


THE SAME THOUGHT 
OCCURRED TO ME.HE 
REFUSED THE CROWN 
OF MATHURA. HOW IT 
MUST HAVE” PLEASED / 
BE VIRTUOUS. . POOR; OLD 
| CANNOT i 2S UGRASENA. 
THINK OF A . 
MORE SUIT- 


FOR RUKMINI. 


KAMSA’S WIVES. 


KRISHNA « RUKMINI 


MEANWHILE, WITH THE HELP OF RUKMI AND OTHER ALLIES, JARASANDHA MADE 
SEVERAL ATTEMPTS TO AVENGE THE DEATH OF HIS SON-IN-LAW, BUT IN VAIN. 
AFTER THE EIGHTEENTH ATTEMPT— (—  gewpeegrempagenpnemenggpendyregers quay 


ae 
ge 


PREIS | 


THE VILE YADAVA AND HIS 
BROTHER HAVE DODGED US 
AGAIN. WE WILL HAVE TO 
BIDE OUR TIME.LET MY 
,FRIENDS RETURN TO 
Me THEIR CAPITALS FOR 
THE PRESENT. 


~~ 


> 


ca 
cv) our spies sav © 
ees THAT JARASANDHA 
| HAS DECIDED TO |. 
LIE LOW FOR 
A WHILE. 


a 


AT DWARAKA, KRISHNA’S INACCESSIBLE (SLAND 


[bye essetian MN See = 


NOW YOU’LL HAVE 
ALL THE LEISURE 
TO DREAM OF THE 
BEAUTIFUL PRINCESS 
OF VIDARBHA - THE 
MOST SOUGHT- 
AFTER PRINCESS 
ON EARTH. 


th 


amar chitra katha 


Z BUT IT IS 

7 RUMOURED THAT 
7 BHEESHMAKA AND 
MY MIND IS SET ON M HIS WIFE SECRETLY 
MARRYING HER. BUT ol AVL TL Ss HOPE THAT YOU 
| HER FATHER IS A NI Mi wa"S WILL WIN 

VASSAL OF JARASANDHARe a0 ae WE RUKMINI. 

AND HER BROTHER, 
RUKMI, HIS STAUNCH 
ALLY. Seas 


AH, BALARAMA! 


| MEANWHILE, AT VDARBHA, IN THE GARDEN 
| OF BHEESMAKA’S PALACE, RUKMIM/ TOO 
| WAS LOST IN DREAMS OF THE YADAVA HERO) | MY FATHER! 
| WHO HAD WON HEP HEART. poy RUKMI! 
Ae Ne SS ee THEY ?RE 
vo ee COMING 
EVEN THE MIGHTY THIS WAY. 
EMPEROR WITH ’ é 
ALL HIS ALLIES HAS 
NOT BEEN ABLE 
TO VANQUISH HIM. J 
HE AND ONLY HE 
SHALL BE MY 


HOW COULD 

YOU, FATHER? DON’T 
FORGET, HE MURDERED 
MY DEAR FRIEND, THE 
EMPEROR?S SON-IN-LAW. 
SURELY, WE CANNOT 


AFFORD TO DISPLEASE 


THE MIGHTY 
EMPEROR, —_. 


f 
PLCS 
BHEE 


BUT WE CANNOT 
THINK OF A MORE 
SUITABLE HUSBAND 
FOR HER.AFTER ALL 
JARASANDHA HAS 
NOT YET BEEN ABLE y 
TO AVENGE KAMSA’S 
DEATH... 


KRISHNA & RUKMINI 
YOUR MOTHER 


m7? AND | HAVE AF 

Mee TO Give) 

HER TO 
KRISHNA 


. 
J 


PA PLEASE RUKMI! 
Bd DON’T MAKE < 
HIM CHANGE 


BUT HE 
CERTAINLY. 
WILL. IT IS 
ONLY A 

MATTER 

OF TIME. 


amar = katha 


“THEN wHom WO THAT JACKAL! NEVER! | SHALL 
DO YOU NEVER MARRY HIM. O RUKMI, 
SUGGEST ? /. HOW COULD YOU SELL YOUR OWN 
7. SISTER TO WIN THE EMPEROR’S 
FAVOUR? DON’T AGREE, FATHER, 

PLEASE DON’T AGREE! pj 


.: 


a3 
THE < aoe 
EMPEROR'S a i 
FAVOURITE ‘yf — 
AND MY ' 
FRIEND — k 
SHISHUPALA, ¢ 
THE CROWN 
PRINCE OF 
CHEDI. HE IS ¥ 
ENAMOURED / “33g 
| OF RUKMINI, 


~ 


BUT BHEESHMAKA INVARIABLY PERMITTED HIS ELDEST SON TO MAKE ALL MAIOR| 
DECISIONS, EVEN (F THEY DID NOT COINCIDE WITH HIS OWN io HE HEAVED A 


oe 


SHALL SEND 
A FORMAL 
PROPOSAL TO \F 
CHEDI AND INVITE| & 
SHISHUPALA TO f 
COME AND 
MARRY RUKMINI, 


SO THEY DON’T EVEN 
PLAN TO HOLD A 
SWAYAMWARA. TO WHOM 
SHALL | SPEAK? 
WHAT SHALL | DO? 


KRISHNA & RUKMINI 


SHE WENT INTO THE PALACE AND SENT FOR 
SUNANDA-A BRAHMAN WHOM SHE TRUSTED 
AND WHO WAS DEVOTED TO HER. WHEN HE 


WHY DO YOU LOOK 
\SO PALE,MY LITTLE 
\ ONE? WHAT’S THE 


SUDDENLY AN IDEA .OCCURRED 
10 FIER 7 
WHY NOT !WHY 


SHOULDN'T 1? 
AFTER ALL MY 
PARENTS ARE 
FOR IT. 


O VENERABLE ONE —" _— 
; Ves 


WOULD IT BE WRONG ON NO, LITTLE 
MY PART TO SEND A ONE, NEVER, IT 
SECRET MESSAGE WOULD BE WRONG 
TO THE YADAVA TO MARRY SHISHU- 
PALA WHEN YOUR 

HEART IS SET ON 
ANOTHER.AND YOUR 
PARENTS HAVE IN 

THEIR HEARTS 
APPROVED. 


Pee 


er 22 y ene a 5 \ 

‘i A 
GA = es arzy 
,@ 3) | es 


ae 
i th 


CC 
a 7 
acx SAKE 


«amar chitra kat 


WITH WHOMW1 WILL GO TO 


BUT 
CAN | ENTRUST DWARAKA, RUKMINI. 
SUCH A. | SHALL CARRY 
MESSAGE? _4\ THE MESSAGE 

©) FOR You.__ 


**sAND BE 
SURE TO TELL 
HIM THAT 


MY KITH AND KIN 
‘BE KILLED ON 


7 WORRY, RUKMINI. 
} | WILL NOT 


FORGET. 


O 


ONE, IF IT 
WOULD NOT MEAN 


BETRAYING ANY 
CONFIDENCE , TELL 
US WHY YOU HAVE 
COME TO OUR f 
INACCESSIBLE 


ss alr neal 6," 8 


| HAVE COME WITH 3 Sey RUKMINI® | 

A MESSAGE FROM fi : 4 MY OWN 
RUKMINI, THE 4 [IAS REE RUKMINI! 
PRINCESS OF 4p ~Wjgediien 


UNANDA TOLD KRISHNA ABOUT THE 
ONVERS ATION 


Ly AS MY HUSBAND, \ : 
| COME TO VIDARBHA, | IF YOU D 
| VANQUISH THE ARMIES} Rg Pd 


| OF UARASANDHA AND 4 AND TAKE HER 


| SHISHUPALA AND AWAY SHE HAS } 
| CLAIM ME... DECIDED TO | 
: GIVE UP HER 


MENTIONS 
THAT IN THE 
MESSAGE. BUT | 
LITTLE DOES | 
SHE REALISE 
THAT | TOO 
HAVE SET MY 
HEART ON 
., WINNING 
= HER, 


amar chitra katha 


SUNANDA*S FACE FELL..\\\ 


ho 


}) 


4 


NO. IT DOES NOT. NOW THAT 

SHE HAS REVEALED HER HEART 
TO ME,! SHALL MAKE HER MINE. J 
= EEA | SHALL NOT HESITATE TO ROUT : 


i~ ALL THE KINGS WHO 
SR STAND IN MY WAY. 
) 4 As x ny 
=a < + 
ra 
OVERJOYED, SUNANDA UNFOLDED THE REST OF RUKMINI?S PLANS, THEN — 
THE GENTLE T\ aS IT IS BUT 
ONE 1S ANXIOUS. THAT ) 284 OS ge / NATURAL FOR 


THERE SHOULD BE NO 


R/HER, A VERITABLE 
FAMILY BLOOD SHED / 


S =GODDESS* TO 
FEEL THAT 
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KRISHNA & RUKMINI 


MEANWHILE, RUKMI°S FORMAL. 
PROPOSAL AND INVITATION HAD 
REACHED SHIGSHUPALA. HE WAS 
JUBILANT. fF 


| 


16ET MY CHARIOT 
READY AT ONCE, | 
DARUKA, AND TELL 
= BALARAMA THAT 

: \ \ | SHALL BE LEAV- 
. . IMMEDIATELY, "4 


an ciaat 


Bae 


RUKMI SAYS 

THAT THERE IS NOT 

GOING TO BE ANY SWAYAM- 

WARA. ALL | HAVE TO DO IS 
TO GO TO VIDARBHA AND 

| MARRY RUKMINI. THE EMPEROR 

| MUST HEAR THE GOOD NEWS. 


BUT JARASANDHA WAS NOT AS 
CONFIDENT. 


IT’S NOT AS EASY 
AS YOU THINK! DO 

NOT TRUST THAT VILE 
COWHERD, HE IS SURE TO 
HEAR OF THE NEWS AND 
SNATCH THE BRIDE AWAY. WE 
WILL HAVE TO BE PREPARED. 


amar chitra katha 


| AM BENT ON 
SECURING THE 
PRINCESS OF VIDARBHA FOR 
SHISHUPALA. YOU MUST 
BE READY TO CONFRONT 
THE COWHERD IF HE 
COMES THERE AND TRIES 
TO TAKE AWAY 
THE BRIDE. 


JARASANDHA SENT FOR ALL HIS VASSALS AND ALLIES. 


MEANWHILE, AS SOON AS KRISHNA HAD 
LEFT DWARAKA, ONE OF BALARAMA’S 
SPIES CAME TO HIM. 


AT VIDAKBHA, PUKMINI'S ANXIETY, 
INCREASED WITH EACH PASSING 


egg | “omens 

i LORD, THE Wie bit THE HOUR 
/ EMPEROR HAS INFORMED IS DRAWING 
ALL HIS ALLIES TO MARCH NEARER, WHY 

h TO VIDARBHA.HE EXPECTS / HAS MY LORD 


TROUBLE FROM, US. 


y MESSAGE 
| CHARIOT | DISGUST HIM? 
READY! RALLY IF SO, THEN 
| OUR ARMIES! WHY HASN?T 
| ELEPHANTS, SUNANDA 
| HORSES, RETURNED ? 
| CHARIOTS, 


ALL ? 


KRISHNA & RUKMINI 


HE LOOKS 
CHEERFUL. HIS 
GAIT IS CONFIDENT. 
HE MUST BRING 
GOOD NEWS.HIS ¢ 
MISSION HAS BEEN 
SUCCESSFUL. 


ONE. EVERYTHING IS TO 
GO ACCORDING TO PLAN 
HIS BROTHER TOO HAS/) 
COME WITH THE EEL, 
YADAVA FORCES. 


KRISHNA 


REACHED BHEESHMAKA 


KRISHNA HAS ARRIVED.) 
HE HAS COME TO | 
WITNESS THE y 
WEDDING OF THE 
PRINCESS. 


tf 3 4 


{ DARE | HOPE THAT 


HE HAS COME TO 
CARRY AWAY 
RUKMINIP 
DARE |? 


a 


amar chitra katha ! F 
HAVE A MANSION READY || 7 7WE GATES OF THE GTV— | _——_ 
FOR HIM, FURNISH IT : 

WITH EVERY LUXURY. 

| SHALL RIDE OUT| Ease 

TO RECEIVE HIM 


7 AND THEIR FORCES gees 
TOO HAVE COME. 


WELCOME, O \ 
PRINCES!WE ARE 

HAPPY TO SEE 
YOU HERE. COME 
LET ME LEAD 


nas 
“ese 
93} 
ct 


AS THEY RODE INTO THE CITV, THEY PASSED THE SHRINE OF GODDESS 
PARVATI, THE FAMILY DEITY OF THE ROYAL HOUSEHOLD. ng 


AH! THAT IS THE TEMPLES 

RUKMIN| WROTE ABOUT. 

HOW ANXIOUS MY wos 
i DEAR ONE - 
a OD, MUST E BE. 


ay 
: 
Pes 
es \ 
‘ 
— » pea 
—_ 
| 


a2 
a 
me ©) 
BET 
oo 
a 


y 


Gi —__ 


= = 


KRISHNA & RUKMINI 


= 


SHISHUPALA IS 


pus rites FAVOURITE . 


AND THE 
HAVE FLOODED PEROR HAS 


THIS SHOULD 
HELP YOU PLAN YOUR 
STRATEGY, 


amar chitra katha 


WHEN THEY REACHED THE GATES OF THE TEMPLE 
OUT OF HER CHARIOT. — 


| DO NOT SEE 
KRISHNA AMONG 
THEM. THEY SAY HE 
IS- DARK, WEARS A 
YELLOW ROBE, AND 
SPORTS A PEACOCK 

FEATHER IN 

HIS CROWN. 


| , Se «)} t ; s Wes y / ; 
AS SHE WALKED TO THE TEMPLE,A MYRIAD EVES FOLLOWED HER EVERY 
MOVEMENT, DRINKING IN HER BEAUTY, z 
eet / = SHISHUPALA |S \ 


( ALAS! SHE ee oe LUCKY. SHE |S 
PCAN NEVER ¢— fee | THE VERY GODDESS 
BE MINE. Hen OF WEALTH* 
INCARNATE, 


KRISHNA & RUKMINI 


| WORSHIP THEE, 
O FAITHFUL CONSORT 
OF SHIVA.!| BOW 
TO THEE, THY LORD 
AND THY. TWO SONS, 
GANESHA AND 
KARTIKEYA. 


NOT SEE 
IM ANYWHERE. f 


KRISHNA & RUKMINI 
TI 


HEAVY WAS HER HEART AND SLOW 
HER GAIT. THE CHARIOT LOOMED 
BEFORE HER ALL TOO SOON. 


\ WILL KRISHNA J 
EVER BECOME 


RUKMINI. IT?S 
ME. YOUR 
KRISHNA. 


WHERE |S 
KSHATRIYA VALOURP 
WHY DO YOU STAND ; 
THERE, AS IF YOUVE 
LOST YOUR 


SENSES. PURSUE 
THEM? ) . 


HE 


ye 


THEY’ RE 
GIVING CHASE. 
YOU RIDE ON. 
| WE*LL FALL 
BACK AND 
DEAL WITH 
THEM. 


KRISHNA & RUKMINI 


CHASE THE UACKALS 
| AWAY,MY MEN? 
} SHOOT THEIR HORSES! 
DESTROY THEIR / 
CHARIOTS! 


OUR ARMIES WILL SOON 
ROUT THE ENEMY. BALA- 
RAMA WILL NOT LOSE 


WHILE BALARAMA WAS BUSY TACKLING JARASANDHA, SH/SHUPALA AND THEIR 
bh i SUM Saeco AHEAD AFTER KRISHWVA?’S "VANISHING CHARIOT. 


| WILL NOT RE-ENTER 
THE CAPITAL WITHOUT 
RUKMINI. 


KRISHNA CAN DEAL 
WITH HIM, EVEN 
WITH RUKMINI IN 
HIS CHARIOT. 


23 


amar chitra katha 


er 4 ES ee | 
BALARAMA’S ONSLAUGHT |J9ge i ALAS? | FEEL AS IF MY 
WAS FIERCE. Ni! | WEDDED WIFE HAS 
LET US RE- = ear So 


TREAT, SHISHUPALA. THERE, 
IS NO_HOPE LEFT. THE 
COWHERDS ARE DETER 
MINED, RUKMINI IS LOST. 
bs 


< 


THEM AND THEY 
ZW WON.WE SHALL: 
A _ CERTAINLY 
2 DEFEAT THEM 


KRISHNA & RUKMINI 


= io 


| STOP! STOP! WAIT, 
YOU-DISGRACE 
‘| TO THE RACE 
4\ OF YADU! HOW 
\ DARE YOU KID- 


FASTER+++ 
FASTER «+e 
FASTER -° 


YOU WILY 
RASCAL. YOU 
HAVE PROVED 


YOUR CUNNING, 
NOW PROVE 
YOUR VALOUR. 


amar chitra katha 


°°* THEN SHATTERED HIS CHARIOT. 


KRISHNA & RUKMINI 


O VIRTUOUS 
LORD, PLEASE 
SPARE MY 
BROTHER. 
PLEASE DON’T. 
KILL HIM. 


amar chitra katha 


ARISE, 
RUKMINI. 
FOR YOUR SAKE, 
RUKM!I SHALL 
LIVE. 


| SHALL SHAVE OFF 
HALF HIS HAIR AND HALF 
HIS MOUSTACHE WITH THE 
BLADE OF MY SWORD, THERE 
COULD BE NO GREATER 
PUNISHMENT ae 


% CLIMMERBUNP. 


KRISHNA & RUKMINI 


KRISHNA, YOU ©& 
HAVE PERFORMED \ 
AN IMPIOUS ACT;AN © 
ACT DETESTED BY 
OUR RACE.TO DO 
WHAT YOU HAVE | 
| DONE TO A RELATIVE f 
| IS WORSE THAN 
KILLING HIM. 


YOUR BROTHER UNFORTU- 
NATELY HAS REAPED THE 
FRUIT OF HIS OWN 
ACTIONS. 


YOU ARE | 
FREE 

TO GO, 

\. RUKMI. 


“~~ ALAS # HE HAS 
ONLY ADDED INSULT 
. TO INJURY. IT WERE 
BETTER THAT THEY 
HAD KILLED ME. 


KRISHNA & RUKMINI 


VY WALKED 


BUT WHERE SHALL 
| CO Pp BOUND BY MY OWN 
VOW, | CANNOT RETURN 
TO MY CAPITAL.! WILL 
HAVE TO BUILD A NEW 
CITY FOR MYSELF. 


COME INTO THE CHARIOT, 
RUKMINI. WE MUST HURRY TO 
, DWARAKA AND HAVE OUR 


DWEDDING SOLEMNISED BY 
RITUALS. 


>Clickill 
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A set of two (ei books to the 
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